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The new Jones|Clifford website has officially gone “live!”  According to Jones|Clifford partner J. Kevin 
Morrison, “We wanted a cleaner look which highlights the firm’s practice areas.” The new site is easier 
to navigate and includes updated profiles and photos of the firm’s attorneys. It also allows potential 
clients to really understand what the firm brings to every legal action. From all types of personal 
injury matters, to construction mishaps and workers’ compensation injuries to first responders, the 
site explains how Jones|Clifford handles litigation and gives potential clients tips to help decide what 
to do. The site also includes a video, blog and links to all of Jones|Clifford’s past newsletters. 

Please check it out and tell us what you think!
www.JonesClifford.com
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Personal Injury And The Porter Ranch Gas Leak

Now that Southern California Gas has apparently 
permanently sealed the gas leaking from the Aliso 
Canyon well site, the utility is bracing for an expected 
spate of personal injury lawsuits.

These lawsuits could be in addition to environmental 
and regulatory cases from any of the ten entities that are 
investigating the leak.

Over 5,000 households were moved from the affluent 
Porter Ranch neighborhood and many will claim that 
the 80,000 metric tons of gas that escaped from the well 
site caused injuries ranging from illness to significantly 
decreased home values.

According to Environment and Energy Magazine, many 
are comparing the leak to the damage done in 2010 by 
the Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico.

In fact, many experts are already seeing parallels 
between BP’s handling of the Deepwater spill and Aliso 
Canyon. They point to the initial risk assessment as well 
as the overall risk management.

At Jones|Clifford, LLP we understand that the successful 
resolution of any case requires more than simply 
knowing how the law works. It requires knowing how to 
make the law work for you and your particular case. That 
is why our personal injury lawyers frequently consult 
with outside experts who possess advanced training in 
engineering, accident reconstruction and medicine. 

We have been helping injured clients for over 50 years. 
We advance all the costs associated with handling your 
case and charge a fee only if we recover money for your 
injury. If you need help with a personal injury case 
please call our office.
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Thumbs Up For Jones|Clifford

Brave The Bay Annual Fundraising Event

Jones|Clifford partner, Steven J. Bell, is a weekend triple threat. 
On any given Saturday Bell can be found surfing off Santa 
Cruz, mountain biking off Skyline Boulevard or playing in a 
pick-up soccer game near his home on the Peninsula.

For the 59-year-old personal injury attorney it’s all a matter of 
staying in shape.

Bell admits that recently he’s more inclined toward the 
weekend pick-up soccer games but he says he still "gets his feet 
wet" on occasion when the surf is right.  He says that growing 
up on the Peninsula his father had a place in Aptos but he 
never really went surfing until a trip to Oahu in his late 20s.

“My wife and I went to Hawaii and we decided to take some 
lessons and that’s what hooked us,” he says. 

“For a few years we were going to Hawaii regularly, mostly to 
Oahu and often times to the North Shore,” he says, “but you’ll 
never see me on those huge 20-30 foot waves.”

He notes that his wife has not been surfing recently, but 
admits “I have the Surf App on my phone” which allows him 
to check conditions up and down the coast. Despite the app, 
finding just the right surf can be chancy.

Even the smaller waves can be dangerous and, if you fall on 
larger ones, and don’t "punch through" the wave surface “you 
just become part of the wave and you’re under water until well 
after the wave breaks. It can be 90 seconds without breathing.” 
This is one reason you have to be in such good shape to surf, 
according to Bell.

To make it worthwhile the conditions have to be just right and 
even then it’s no guarantee.

“One weekend,” he recalled, “I was headed out to surf and 
parked my car, when a client called on the phone. We talked 
for about 45 minutes and by then conditions had changed, the 
wind shifted and it wasn’t worth going out.”

This is why he says he’s focused on his two other sports these 
days. “I’m more likely to check on an email list we all use to 
signup for a soccer game. As long as there are enough people 
we can usually find a place to play so I know I’m going to get 
some exercise.” The teams are not organized and it turns out to 
be a real mixture with players from all over the world he says. 
“You can really tell the difference between the players from 
other countries who grew up with the sport and most of the 
guys from the United States, but we all have a good time.”

Mountain biking is his most recent sport. “I started about a 
year ago after being a street rider for many years,” Bell says. 
“I like the idea that I can just get on my bike and go for a ride 
almost anytime.”

Bell says he’s partial to Skyline Boulevard in the Santa Cruz 
Mountains, where there are numerous trails. “I like being 
alone and just riding up and down the very narrow trails,”        
he says.

When asked if he’s tried any of the preset downhill courses 
some ski resorts have set up he admits that he hasn’t even 
bothered. Usually the resorts will let you use the chair lifts and 
gondolas to take your bike to the top of the course and then 
you ride down.

“ I don’t like getting a free ride. I think you should work your 
way up before you get the fun ride down the slope.”

Of course, that doesn’t mean he won’t ride the lift to ski. “It’s 
already been a great ski season,” he says.

Jones|Clifford attorneys had a surprise visitor at the recent Peace Officer’s Research Association of California (PORAC) 
annual convention in Monterey.  CHiPs´ Officer Francis Llewelyn “Ponch” Poncherello (aka actor Erik Estrada) stopped 
by and gave Jones|Clifford a “thumbs up!”  On hand were attorneys Alex Hansen, Alex Wong, Chris Dehner, Kenny 
Sheppard, and Melanie Carr.

At Home On The 
Slopes, In The Surf 
Or On The Trail

Jones|Clifford case manager Cristina Mendoza (top left) along 
with attorneys Isabella Shin and Kenneth Sheppard (and 
Phil) participated in the annual Brave the Bay fundraising 
effort put on by the San Francisco Police Department. The 
annual activity raised almost $80,000 for the Make A Wish 
Foundation, which will allow the organization to grant ten 
more wishes for sick children. The event includes a 5K Santa 
Walk and Fun Run as well as a Santa Plunge and Cable Car 

pull. All three Jones|Clifford representatives participated in 
the 5K walk and run and Mr. Sheppard took a brief dip in 
the Bay as part of the Santa Plunge. According to Sheppard, 
“The air temperature was so cold for the December event, the 
water didn’t feel that bad.” During a break from the activities 
the firm members were greeted by San Francisco Police Chief 
Gregory Suhr (below).
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