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Jones| Clifford attorney J. Kevin Morrison says there 
is one question he asks almost every client: Do you 
have uninsured motorist coverage?

“You’d be surprised how many people don’t know the 
answer to that question,” Morrison says, adding that 
he often asks even if the issue has little to do with the 
client’s case. “I think it’s important that people realize 
they should add the coverage if they don’t have it and 
increase their limits if they do” he says. 

“Most people automatically 
renew their auto insurance 
every year, without giving 
any thought whatsoever to 
the types and amounts of 
coverage they have.” Morrison 
adds, “this coverage can apply 
even if you are a pedestrian or 
bike rider struck by a vehicle. 
It can even come into play 
when you are injured on the 
job by a vehicle.”

There are many times when 
the driver who caused the 
accident has either no insurance at all or a very small 
policy.  In these cases, your own uninsured motorist 
coverage will step into the shoes of the uninsured or 
underinsured driver and pay your damages - even if 
you were not driving your car.

According to the California Department of Motor 
Vehicles up to 15% of drivers have no coverage.

Here’s a quick primer regarding Uninsured         
Motorist Coverage:

How does UM coverage work? 
If you are in a motor vehicle crash that was the other 
driver’s fault, and that driver either has no insurance, 
or not enough insurance, your own UM policy will 
cover your damages and your passenger’s damages. 

Your UM policy will cover you whether you are on or 
off the job, a driver, passenger, or pedestrian, even if 
you are on a bicycle.  

The only requirement is that the other vehicle must 
be at fault, and it either has no insurance, or less 
coverage than your UM policy. 

Where do I get UM coverage? How much should I 
get? How much does it cost? 

UM coverage is part of your personal 
automobile insurance policy. 
Generally, your UM coverage cannot 
be greater than your liability coverage. 
Jones|Clifford recommends no less 
than $1,000,000 of UM coverage. To 
obtain this level of coverage, you need 
to increase your own policy limits to at 
least that amount. 

The $1,000,000 in coverage is 
recommended because, in the event 
of a catastrophic injury, there will 
most likely be significant hospital 
charges and other fees. To ensure you 
have a reasonable recovery after all of 

the other costs are paid, you should have no less than 
$1,000,000 in coverage. 

Generally, the cost of increasing your policy limits is 
low, often a few hundred dollars per year. You should 
contact your auto insurance agent to find out the 
exact details. 

What if my insurance company doesn’t offer 
$1,000,000 coverage? 
How much insurance you carry depends on your 
individual circumstances. Once you have determined 
how much coverage you need, if your insurance 
company does not offer that amount, you should 
shop around to see whether other insurance 
companies will offer those amounts. 
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Uninsured Motorist Coverage 
(Cont.) California Workers’ 

Compensation System 

Immediately After a Crash:
•	 Tell the driver to stay until the police arrive. If they refuse to stay or 

don’t provide ID, get their and the car’s description, vehicle’s license 
plate number and state. 

•	 Call (or ask someone to call) 911 and ask for the police to come to the scene.
•	 Get name and contact info for any witnesses. Ask them to remain on 

the scene until police arrive, if possible.
•	 Ask for the driver’s license and insurance card. Write down name, 

address, date of birth, and insurance information.

When the Police Arrive:
•	 Ask them to take an incident report (required for all bike collisions, SFPD 

General Order 9.02b).
•	 Get reporting police officer’s name and badge number.
•	 If you’ve been doored, ask the officer to cite the motorist for dooring (a 

violation of CVC 22517).
•	 Ask the officers to speak to witnesses, if possible.
•	 While a doctor’s report of your injury is important for insurance and/

or legal action, you do not need to take an ambulance. If there is any 
complaint of pain, police must take an incident report (SFPD General 
Order 9.02b).

In the Days Soon After the Crash:
•	 Contact witnesses to ask them to email you their version of what 

happened while it’s fresh in their mind. Email yourself a description of 
what happened with relevant information and capture as much detail as 
you can.

•	 Take good photos of your injuries and any bike damage. Get an estimate 
from a bike shop before making repairs.

•	 Request a copy of the incident report from the police.

SOURCE: SF Bicycle Coalition, SF Municipal Transportation Agency,
SF County Transportation Authority

Bicycle Crash Checklist

Will an umbrella policy cover UM? 
The answer is “it depends.” Some umbrella policies do cover UM, others 
require a separate rider, and some offer no coverage. Jones|Clifford suggests 
you specifically ask your insurance agent, and if they tell you that your umbrella 
policy does cover UM, be sure to get a written confirmation. 

If I am injured in a motor vehicle accident, should I contact an attorney? 
Many accidents involve questions of liability, damages, and the nature and 
extent of the injury. When the accident also occurred on the job, there is 
a complex relationship between the workers’ compensation claim and the 
personal injury claim. We suggest that you contact an attorney immediately 
after an accident or injury to be advised of your rights. 

The consultation is free, and you will get the information you need to make 
an informed choice about how best to proceed. Jones|Clifford generally 
recommends that you consult with your own legal advisor before giving 
any written or other information to the insurance company or insurance 
investigator. 

There was a time when medical treatment in the California 
Workers’ Compensation System was designed to provide 
injured workers with the necessary medical treatment to get 
well, as soon as possible.  In most cases, if your physician 
recommended treatment as “necessary” you were entitled to it.

Sadly today, nothing could be further from the truth.  For 
peace officers and firefighters whose bodies have paid the 
price for keeping the public safe, the once sacred promise of 
top-notch medical care without delay, is no more.  

Recent legislative changes have placed a greater emphasis on 
giving the employer/insurer more tools to deny care than to 
actually provide care to heal injured workers.

Although the employer is required to provide medical 
treatment until or unless your claim is denied, new rules 
regarding utilization review (“UR”) frequently allow the 
employer to deny prescribed medical treatment, even when it’s 
recommended by their own doctor.

Adding insult to injury, if you disagree with the denial of 
medical treatment, recent state regulations limit your appeal 
to Independent Medical Review (IMR), which is conducted 
by a private company doctor who never sees you, is not 
accountable for his or her decision, and is not subject to 
review by the courts.  In practice, this means more delay and 
most often, results in a denial of care. 

There is no meaningful appeal and no access to due process 
for treatment issues.

We have SB 863—passed by the legislature in 2013, with 
the strong backing of Governor Jerry Brown and a host of 
business interests—to thank for this new system.
Perversely, in some cases, insurers will spend thousands 
of dollars to deny care, which actually costs more than the 
treatment that was denied.

Even previously injured workers who settled their claims with 
the promise of future medical care, are learning that an award 
for medical care is illusory. What good is a court award if the 
insurance company can unilaterally deny whatever it wants?
So, what can be done?   Take a moment to remind your elected 
officials that first responders put their hearts and bodies in 
harm’s way every day to protect and serve.  

In exchange, they expect and demand to be taken care of, 
if they are injured.  Reach out to your association, your 
legislator, and the governor.  Speak with one voice, speak 
loudly, and be heard!



For Jones|Clifford Attorney Joshua White, Becoming A 
Personal Injury Attorney Was An Accident – Literally

In fact, White says, until five years 
ago, when he had his first bicycle 
mishap, he was a defense attorney. 
He admits that he was already 
thinking about a possible career 
change but his experience helped 
him make the decision. “After I saw 
how important it was to have a good 
lawyer when you’re involved in an 
accident, it helped me decide to 
refocus my career.” he says.

The accident, one of two serious incidents he has had, resulted in 
a separated shoulder when he was blindsided by a car. The driver 
claimed he was “blinded by the sun” and never saw White or his 
bike, but he says he learned a number of valuable lessons.

“Having gone through the process myself, I realized how important 
it was to get good representation, make sure I got medical attention 
and recorded as many details as possible,” White says. He repeats 
the mantra to every client who calls his office for representation. 
He also recommends that a police report be filed, either by a 
responding officer, or by going to the police station as soon                  
as possible.

“If you don’t get medical attention, even for soft tissue injuries or 
bruises,” it can lead to major legal problems later. He advises all his 
clients to take photos as soon after the accident as possible, so there 
will be evidence of injuries in case there is a trial.

White also notes that these days many riders carry GPS trackers, 
which make it easy to save evidence regarding location, speed          
and time.

When his second accident (he got doored) destroyed his bike, but 
just left him with a few cuts and scrapes, he called Uber to get a ride 
to the hospital so there would be a record of  his injuries.

Despite the accidents, White says his enthusiasm for riding has not 
dimmed. In fact, in the last five years he’s ridden eight centuries – 
one - day rides of roughly 100 miles – and he plans to do at least 
one more  this fall.

He’s done the Marin Century four times but has also completed 
rides in Santa Rosa and Morgan Hill. 

When he’s not in an organized event, White says he rides between 
50 and 100 miles a week, mostly up in Marin toward Muir Woods 
or Stinson Beach.  White says he’s been bike riding seriously for 
the last five years, “when my knees told me I was too old to keep 
playing basketball.”  So he decided to take up what he calls “the old 
man’s sport” of  bike riding.

The San Francisco attorney is married and has two young girls, but 
says he mostly rides alone. “The girls are too young and my riding 
makes my wife kind of nervous,” he says.

He also wants to compete in the Save Mount Diablo Challenge 
which is an 11.3 mile timed ride up the mountain near Danville. 
Additionally he attended the UCI World Championships, in 
Richmond, VA in September, where Peter Sagan of Slovakia was 
crowned world champion elite road racer. It marked the first time 
the race had been held in the United States.

Riding in the city is much more difficult, he says because some 
drivers, who have had bad experiences with riders who don’t obey 
the rules of the road, actually carry a lot of animosity.

The state’s new 3-foot law, which requires drivers to leave at least 
three feet between them and any bicyclist, has helped to some 
extent, but it’s no guarantee.

During the 
last legislative 
session there 
was a push 
to legalize 
the so called 
“Idaho Stop” 
in California 
which would 
allow bicyclists 
to simply slow 
down at stop 

signs.  Supporters of the law say it would make the roads safer but 
White says he doubts the law would ever pass in the state.

As the streets get more and more crowded, White predicts the 
potential for accidents is just increasing particularly in San 
Francisco which is a very bike friendly city. “I don’t have any 
statistics on bike accidents in the City, but I wouldn’t be surprised 
if we have more than our share in San Francisco.”

In fact, according to the city’s VisionZero initiative – an effort 
to reduce traffic deaths to zero by 2024 – bicycle fatalities have 
actually increased over the last three years. In 2014 there were 
three fatalities, according to the city statistics. Luckily most 
accidents do not result in deaths but serious injuries, as White 
found out, are common.

“It’s no secret you need to be careful, when you ride a bike,” White 
says, “but you also need to be prepared when you have an accident.”
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Magazine Honors Seven 
From Jones|Clifford

Seven attorneys from the 
Jones|Clifford Law Firm have been 
honored in the August edition of 
Super Lawyers Magazine.

Steven J. Bell, Francis V. Clifford, 
Christopher C. Dehner, J. Kevin 
Morrison, and Alexander J. Wong 
have all been named Super Lawyers 

by the publication and Joshua D. White and Kenneth M. 
Sheppard have been named Rising Stars. Rising Stars are 
accomplished attorneys under 40 years of age.
 
Super Lawyers is a rating service of outstanding lawyers 
from more than 70 practice areas who have attained a high-
degree of peer recognition and professional achievement. 
The selection process includes independent research, peer 
nominations and peer evaluations.

Super Lawyers Magazine features the list and profiles of 
selected attorneys and is distributed to attorneys in the state 
or region and the ABA-accredited law school libraries.

Jones |Clifford partner Alex Wong landed a 47-pound King 
Salmon and won the trophy for the largest fish of the trip at 
the King Pacific Lodge in British Columbia during his recent 
vacation. Alex, who along with fellow partner Chris Dehner, is 
an avid fisherman, says it was his first trip to the lodge, but adds, 
“we’ll be regulars now.”

A Real Fish Story


